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Review of Purple Heart award policy
allows Fort Riley officer to receive Purple
Heart for TBI
April 29, 2011

By Sgt. Roland Hale, CAB, 1st Inf. Div. PAO 
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FORT RILEY, Kan., April 29, 2011 -- Two years after

receiving a traumatic brain injury in Iraq, and just days

before heading into harm's way again, a change in

policy allowed Lt. Col. Erich Campbell to receive the

Purple Heart on Fort Riley, April 27, 2011. 

Campbell, who is scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan

Friday, received the medal for injuries sustained when

a suicide bomber disguised as an Iraqi police officer

attacked his unit in 2008. The explosion killed six Iraqi

police officers, including an Iraqi general, he said. 

Campbell is one of the first servicemembers to receive

a Purple Heart for traumatic brain injury, or TBI, due to

a recent change in the military's recognition of the

injuries.

"At the time of the injury, I was taken to the CSH

(combat support hospital), given Motrin and told, 'Well you just got your bell rung,

take three days off, get some rest and you should be good.' It wasn't very long after

that that I realized there was something wrong."

Previously if service members were not diagnosed with TBI immediately after an

incident, it could complicate the process of presenting them the Purple Heart, he

explained.
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"What the Purple Heart does for me today is it quantifies that there really was

something wrong with us," said Campbell.

Fort Riley and 1st Infantry Division Commander Maj. Gen. Vincent Brooks presented

the medal to Campbell in front of an audience gathered at Fort Riley's TBI Clinic for

the ceremony. 

"This is a recognition that no one wants, no one seeks," said Brooks. "Unlike other

decorations, it's not an award you earn. It's an entitlement. It's a way our nation

says, 'You have exposed yourself and have borne the brunt of the battle.'" 

Brooks also addressed the change that allowed Campbell to receive the Purple

Heart.

"While blasts and traumatic brain injuries are not something new to warriors, not

new at all, our recognition of it as an injury is very different. It's about time, quite

frankly. It's about time," he said.

Campbell gave a speech to his audience after the ceremony, most of which he

dedicated to thanking his friends in the community and the Army.

"I really know what we're fighting for. It's for you guys," said Campbell, pointing

around the room, "and for our home." 

"Someone once wrote a book, It Takes a Village to Raise a Child. I'm here to tell you

it takes a nation to heal a warrior. Not just the military," he said.

Campbell has spent the last year serving as the rear detachment commander for Fort

Riley's Combat Aviation Brigade, 1st Infantry Division. With that unit recently returned

from Iraq, Campbell is scheduled to deploy to Afghanistan with the 3rd Brigade, 1st

Armored Division.

"(It) proves that you can suffer from a traumatic brain injury, get treated, not affect

your career, and go on to serve the military," said Campbell.

Campbell said after his tour he plans to retire to his home in Holton, Kan., with his

neighbors, his family and his Bassett hounds.
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Sgt. Richard Mansford carries a hose during a

unit competition in Iraq last year, w hich he

entered as preparation for a Tough Mudder

event June 25 in Beaver Creek, Co. Mansford

and four other Soldiers from the 601st Aviation

Support Battalion, CAB, 1ID, are entering the

nine-mile, 25-obstacle competition as a team.
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Fort Riley Soldier Trains for Tough Mudder Competition

By Sgt. Roland Hale

FORT RILEY, Kan. - Army physical

training is just the start of one Fort Riley

Soldier's workout routine, as he and a

team of four other Soldiers prepare to

compete in what is best described simply

as an obstacle course on steroids.

Sgt. Richard Mansford, a Soldier with the

601st Aviation Support Battalion, Combat Aviation Brigade, 1st

Infantry Division, is preparing for a Tough Mudder event June 25 at

Beaver Creek, Co.

The competition is a nine-mile endurance course featuring 25

military-style obstacles with names like "Sweaty Yeti," "Electroshock Therapy," and "Everest."

And it's what Mansford does best, he said.

"Getting dirty, crawling through the mud, it's a blast, my favorite thing to do in

the Army," said Mansford, who scored 315 out of 300 on his last PT test.

Mansford heard about the competition from a friend while he was deployed to

Iraq last year. Since then, he and his team have been "hitting the gym and

flipping tires" to get ready for the course, he said.

Mansford also prepared by competing in two similar challenges within his unit

while he was deployed, he said.

The event is a chance for his team to give back to the military community, he

said.

Tough Mudder has raised more than $1 million for the Wounded Warriors

Project by offering ticket discounts to competitors who raise $150 for the

charity.

"It's something that hits close to the heart, something that I think is awesome,"

said Mansford.

Competitors finishing in the top five percent of each Tough Mudder event are

eligible to compete in the World's Toughest Mudder competition.

"We'll see about that," said Mansford. "We are just excited to go have fun and

knock it out."

NEWS

Daily News

Top Stories

Breaking News

World

Politics

Business

Growth Minute

Health

Food & Wine

Women

Women in Business

Opinion

Letters to the Editor

High Tech

Sports

Horoscope

Entertainment

Entertainment Goss

Music

Features

Books

Poetry

Movie Reviews

Home & Garden

Industry

States

UFOs

Environment

Education

Road Trek

SupportOurTroops

Middle East

South Asia

Cartoons

Video Releases

NewsBlaze Blog

Most Read

WIRES

Eworldwire

Marketwire

PRNewswire

Send2Press

Marketwire Canada

24-7 Pressrelease

Newswise

PR.com

Realwire

ACNNewswire

Business Wire

Africa Press

NewsBlazeWire

Movers/Shakers

OTHER

About Us

Contact Us

Feedback

Writers

Editors

Bookmarks

Link to Us

Advertise

Sitemap

BREAKING NEWS: SUICIDE BOMB ATTACK KILLS 26 PEOPLE IN SYRIAN CAPITAL

Masters in Sustainability NEC Online Master's Degree Program in Sustainable Development Studies MastersinSustainability.NEC.Edu

U.S Cellular® Rewards Get Your First Phone & Your Next Phone Free! Visit & Shop Now. www.uscellular.com/Rewards

Heels By JustFab Get VIP Access to Style Experts Who Handpick Celeb Styes For You—$39.95 JustFab.com/FreeShipping&Returns

 
0

Masters Degree- Diplomacy
Earn a Masters Degree in Diplomacy Online at
Norwich University.
www.Norwich.Edu/Diplomacy

See Todays Mortgage Rates
Rates Hit 2.5% (3.01% APR) As Seen on Good
Morning America!
www.LowerMyBills.com

VA Mortgage Rates at 2.5%
$160k Mortgage: $632mo. No SSN Req. No
Hidden Fees-Free Quotes! 2.9%apr
va-mortgage.lendgo.com

The VA Loan Center
Get a Quote in 2 Minutes! VA Loans now up to
$729,000 with $0 Down.
www.VAMortgageCenter.com

2 

2 

0Care2

1 

0Stumbleup

1Digg

6ShareThis



1/10/12 Fort Riley Soldier Trains for Tough Mudder Competition

2/3newsblaze.com/story/20110618133947zmil.nb/topstory.html

Sgt. Richard Mansford sprints across a

marksmanship range during a unit competition in

Iraq last year, w hich he entered as preparation

for a Tough Mudder event June 25 in Beaver

Creek, Co. Mansford and four other Soldiers

from the 601st Aviation Support Battalion, CAB,

1ID, are entering the nine-mile, 25-obstacle

competition as a team.
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Fort Riley honors its fallen in 9/11
Ceremony of Remembrance
September 11, 2011

By Sgt. Roland Hale, 1st Inf. Div. Public Affairs 
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The Fort Riley community gathered at the post's Global

War on Terror monument today to honor their fallen

comrades in a 9/11 remembrance ceremony. 

Soldiers, Families, first responders and politicians, including Kansas Gov. Sam

Brownback, attended the ceremony to pay their respect to those lost in the attacks

ten years ago and the Fort Riley troops who have died since.

The ceremony was centered on the monument, a small replica of the twin towers

which bears the names of Fort Riley Soldiers who have given their lives in

Afghanistan and Iraq. Fifteen names were added to the monument this year, all

members of the 1st Infantry Division.

Commanding general of Fort Riley and the 1st Inf. Div., Maj. Gen. William Mayville,

spoke during the ceremony.

"Today the 1st Infantry Division has over 11,000 troops deployed in Iraq,

Afghanistan and Kuwait," said Mayville. "When they return, others from this division

will replace them.

"None are more mindful of the price of our freedom than those in uniform who serve

in harm's way to defend it; none are more mindful of the cost of freedom than the

and children who have lost loved ones fighting for it," he said.

Samantha Cook and her two children were among those on the receiving end of the

general's speech. 

Just three months ago, Samantha's husband, Spc. Michael Cook, Jr., died serving in

Iraq with the division's 2nd Heavy Brigade Combat Team. It was June 6, his birthday.
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"I'm honored to be here," said Cook after helping her daughter place Michael's name

on the monument. "It's hard to see his name on there, but it's an honor. 

"It was something very special that I'm going to cherish, that my kids are going to

cherish," she said.

Mayville and Brownback also presented the children of the fallen Soldiers with

memorial medallions, bearing the names of their parents.

In closing his speech, the general gave encouraging words the crowd, offering

evidence of success in the Army's missions in Afghanistan and Iraq. Their loved ones

had not fought and died in vain, he said. 

"Where we have committed our resources, our treasures and our blood, we have

made real progress," said Mayville. "We are making a difference on behalf of those

we honor today."
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